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QuarryScapes: Conservation of Ancient Stone Quarry Landscapes in 
the Eastern Mediterranean 
 
 
QuarryScapes is the first project of its kind for addressing the importance of ancient 
quarry landscapes and raising the awareness of the urgent needs for protecting such 
sites. QuarryScapes will develop scientific and practical methodologies for 
documentation, characterisation and conservation of ancient quarry landscapes, raise 
the awareness of their significance and vulnerability and contribute to legal protection 
measures and sustainable management. Through case studies in Egypt, Jordan and 
Turkey, the project will address development of theoretical and practical methods 
pertaining to the major steps in the process of conservation: from recognition, 
investigation and assessment of significance, to understanding the risks, developing 
sound conservation and monitoring concepts, and suggesting mechanisms for 
sustainable management. The project is subdivided in ten work packages.  
 
 
 
Coordinator:  
The Geological Survey of Norway (NGU) 
 
Partners: 
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (KUL), Belgium 
University College London (UCL), United Kingdom 
Middle East Technical University (METU), Turkey 
Yarmouk University, Jordan (YU) 
North South Consultants Exchange (NSCE), Egypt 
Supreme Council of Antiquities (SCA) / Egyptian Antiquities Information System 
(EAIS) 
Università IUAV di Venezia, Italy 
 
Contract: 
EU FP6, INCO/MED 015416 
 
Contact: 
QuarryScapes Project 
NGU 
Att: Tom Heldal 
N-7491 Trondheim 
Norway 
Phone: +4773904000 
tom.heldal@ngu.no 
www.quarryscapes.no 
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Preface 
 
 

 
The QuarryScapes Atlas is the initiation of a display of ancient quarry landscapes in the 
project region and outside. The purpose of the atlas is to display the great variations of 
quarry landscapes and introducing them with photos and few words. The atlas is 
primary designed for the www.quarryscapes.no web site, but it can also be downloaded 
as sheets or printed on demand and ordered from the Geological Survey of Norway.  
 
The atlas will be further developed after the project, and will hopefully evolve to a 
comprehensive web-book with contributions from many researchers. In this first edition 
of the atlas we have picked 15 quarry landscapes; most of them in the project region, 
but also a few outside. Collectively, these 15 sites display a broad range of quarry 
landscapes; different periods and historical settings, different geology, morphology and 
climate. Also, they are  in different stages of development as cultural heritage sites, 
from “unknown and remote” to outdoor museums.  
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