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Map of the Gebel Gulab area 
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The Seti 1 obelisk tip at Gebel Gulab (removed from site 2008) 
 

 
Quarry roads (New Kingdom), Gebel Gulab 

 
Grinding stone blank 
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15 OCTOBER 2008 
 
 

The unfinished obelisk quarry 
 

 
The most famous quarry in the world? The unfished obelisk was supposed to be 42 metres 
tall, but was never released from the bedrock. Today, we can see how channels were carved 
with stone tools around this huge block of granite, an example of how far the ambitions of 
granite quarrying went in the New Kingdom Period. In the quarry, we will also see other 
examples of obelisk and statue quarrying from the New Kingdom as well as quarrying from 
the Roman Period applying wedging. 
 

 
The unfinished obelisk quarry at Google Earth 
 

 
The unfinished obelisk 
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16 OCTOBER 2008 

 
Gebel el Silsila sandstone quarry landscape 

 
Gebel el-Silsila is the largest quarry landscape in the Nubian sandstone for monumental 
building stone. One believes that stone blocks for many of the temples along the Nile were 
quarried here. The quarries date from several periods, from the Old Kindom to the Roman 
Period. Various types of tool marks seen on the quarry faces display the use of different 
technology in quarrying. In addition to open pit quarries, there are several quarries 
underground (gallery quarries).  
 

 
Gebel el-Silsila quarries seen on satellite image (Google Earth) 
 

 
View of sandstone quarry face, Gebel el-Silsila 
 
 
 
 




